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Organization of the

Civil War Armies

23 Q v/ Infantry

President
I
Secretary of War
I

General-in-Chief of the Armies

ARMY
2 Or more corps:
USA - Named for rivers
CSA - Named for states or regions
USA - Major General; CSA - General

A

DISCLAIMER: This chart is a consensus of innumerable sources and opinions. Itis intended to
show only probable strength and makeup of units at time of battle. Chain of
command was always subject to change. Numbers and organization were violated
more often than followed -- but were the general goal.
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Cavalry

No definite organization
above regiment. Often
times attached to a Brigade,
Division, Corps or Army,
and operating
independently of Infantry.

Grades approximately the
same as Infantry Command,
Corps often operating as
independent field force.

CORPS

USA - 10,000-20,000 men; CSA - Average 20,000
USA/CSA - 45 regiments of infantry, 9 batteries of
light artillery
USA - Major General; CSA - Lieutenant General

A

DIVISION

USA - 6,000 men; CSA - 8,000 men
USA - 3 brigade/division; CSA - 4 brigades/division
USA - Brigadier General; CSA - Major General

A

BRIGADE

USA - 3 regiments/brigade
CSA - 4 regiments/brigade
USA - Colonel; CSA - Colonel or Brigadier General

4 Batteries/Infantry Division

4-5 Batteries/Brigade

A

I
REGIMENT

400-1,000 men (ideal 1,025)
Colonel

I
COMPANY

40-100 men (regulation 101)
Captain
|

PLATOON

(1/2 of Company)
Lieutenant

SQUAD

Sergeant

I
REGIMENT

2 or more battalions
Colonel

I
BATTALION

2 or more batteries
Colonel

|
BATTERY (Co.)

2 or 3 sections 40-100 men often
operating separate from regiment
Captain

|
SECTION

2 platoons
Lieutenant

|
PLATOON

1gun & limber; 1 limber & caisson; 12
horses; 9 men
Sergeant

2 or more divisions
USA - Major General; CSA - Lieutenant General

I
DIVISION

2 or more brigades
Major General

I
BRIGADE

2 or more battalions or regiments
Colonel or Brigadier General

I
REGIMENT

2 or more battalions; 1,200 men & horses
Colonel

I
BATTALION

2 Squadrons; 90-400 men & horses
Major or Lieutenant Colonel

I
SQUADRON

2 troops; 60-200 men & horses for
operating on detached service
Major or Lieutenant Colonel

TROOP (Co.)

2 platoons; 40-100 men & horses (1 out of 4
men holds horses when fighting dismounted)
Captain

PLATOON

Lieutenant




Infantry Regiment
in Line

1-2 Companies in Reserve

Ideal organization and line often changed by
H exigencies of the situation. I
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1-2 Companies in Skirmish Line
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175 yards

Artillery Battery
in Line
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4-6 GUNS MOST COMMONLY USED FIELD PIECES
NINE MEN PER GUN _ i
HEAVY ARTILLERY 12-pounder .
Napoleon

FIELD ARTILLERY

Light Artillery Siege Guns

e

6-12-24 Pounders Siege Mortars

Limber

Sources:
Casey/Infantry Tactics
Coggins/Arms & Equipment
Fox/Regimental Losses in Williams/Mayes of the 23"

the Civil War Battles and Leaders
Gilham/Manual of Instruction E.B. "Pete" Long
Hardee/Rifle and Light

Infantry Tactics

Lord/Civil War Encyclopedia
Nye/Civil War Times, Jan. '66

Caisson
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6 horses 3-inch Field Gun

30-pounder
Parrott

6-pounder

6 horses

Limber
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